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Our Mission
Divine Savior Holy Angels High

School is a Catholic college 

preparatory high school that excels 

at preparing young women

intellectually, spiritually and

personally. Sponsored by the 

Sisters of the Divine Savior, DSHA 

is committed to pursuing its mission 

in an environment that fosters an

awareness of a loving God and

promotes the Gospel message of 

Jesus Christ.

�At DSHA, we do things differently -
perhaps it�s the all-girls environment, perhaps
the outstanding moral and civil ethic of the
faculty, perhaps Pastoral Ministry�s
commitment to Catholic social teaching. . .
it�s hard to pinpoint exactly what makes this
community the way it is. Nevertheless, this
truth is self-evident: we are compassionate
young women.�

- Elise Pellmann, co-valedictorian 
of the class of 2008



A strong understanding  
of the qualities needed for success.

At DSHA, it�s all about the girls. Our whole-person

philosophy of education provides an integrated experience

that combines our Catholic traditions, exemplary college

prep academics and opportunities for personal

development.

As a Catholic high school, DSHA allows girls to explore

and deepen their faith while encouraging a sense of

responsibility to the world around them. The DSHA

experience promotes the development of a confident and

capable woman who is a believer, a critical thinker, a

communicator and a leader. 

These four qualities aren�t just something we advocate,

they are decidedly assimilated into our curriculum,

teaching methodology, co-curricular activities, and

everyday operations so that everyone at DSHA lives the

qualities in order to learn. It is by design that the

educational experience of a DSHA student provides each

young woman with all of the tools necessary to reach her

highest potential while helping her develop into a woman

who is well prepared for learning opportunities in college

and beyond.
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A tradition 
of excellence.

Our heritage goes back to 1892 when the Sisters of

Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary founded the Holy

Angels Academy in Milwaukee. In 1948, the Sisters 

of the Divine Savior established Divine Savior High School.

The affiliation of these two schools in 1970, under the

sponsorship of the Sisters of the Divine Savior, assured an

academic program that would continue to meet the

educational and spiritual needs of young women from

Southeastern Wisconsin.

Today, DSHA continues to be recognized as a leader 

in women�s education. More than 13,500 alumnae

represent over 100 years of DSHA tradition. These women

can be found in every imaginable workplace. Whether they

are a CEO, teacher, homemaker, or engineer, these

women share a common link; they all make a difference in

the lives of their families and friends, church and society.

�I would not be the person I am today if it weren�t for the qualities
instilled in me at DSHA. I learned to be a strong in both character
and conviction. The intellectually and spiritually stimulating
environment at DSHA gave me the foundation that allowed me to
travel half way around the world and to thrive in a very challenging
situation.�  

-Andrea Heiderer DSHA�01
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 �Whole Person Education is the most comprehensive

approach to education being practiced by professionals

today. This approach merges the most progressive medical,

behavioral, and educational research about learning and

connects this research to methodology in our classrooms,

on our playing fields and in our service. At DSHA we go

one step further, by researching, identifying and then

deliberately applying how adolescent girls learn and thrive

in an educational environment, opening far-reaching

possibilities for personal and professional growth for every

girl. At DSHA, a whole person education framework

commits all of us to the most rigorous and extensive

development of a student focused on her whole being:

intellectual, spiritual, physical, social and emotional.

Indeed, we are educating by �lighting a fire�not by filling

a pail.��* 

- Heather Moran Mansfield, Ph.D., DSHA academic dean

*Adapted from William Butler Yeats, Nobel Laureate (1865�1939)

A philosophy
of education.



A foundation bu

As a Catholic high school, DSHA strives to provide an environment 

in which faith is not only taught, but also lived. It is interwoven 

through every moment and each activity in order to help prepare 

young women of all faiths for both challenges and opportunities 

by enhancing their spiritual, emotional, and physical well-being. 

Through theology classes, students expand and deepen their knowledge of the 

Church, scripture and morality. Organizing and participating in all-school liturgies 

and prayer experiences further enhance their spiritual formation while building 

valuable leadership skills.

Service projects allow our young women to extend their reach outside the school 

walls, sometimes even to other countries�providing a humbling, and often eye-

opening experience of faith and compassion. One student explained it best when 

she said, �My service at DSHA has molded me into a more passionate, well-rounded

young woman. This work has enriched my life by showing me the deeper meaning in

things and how I should not take everything God has given me in my life for granted. I feel

that I can �incorporate service into others� after my graduation by continuing to do my

service and setting a good example for those who do not believe in service. Hopefully

through my good examples, I can convince a few more people how crucial service work is

to their mind, their body, and their soul.�

In the classroom

In the community
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She is a
believer 
who is an active

participant in our global

society as a responsible,

informed citizen, and 

as a bearer of the Good

News. Our Catholic

Christian values will

promote a sense of well-

being in her; she will

know that God calls 

her to a life of justice 

and service.



on built on faith.

Service to others is an essential part of the message of Jesus and, thus, of our Catholic faith. Each student 

and all members of the DSHA school community are asked to participate in a variety of service opportunities throughout

the school year, whether in their local communities or as far as Ecuador, Belize and St. Lucia. All students are required to

participate in a minimum of two service experiences each semester, at least one of which involves direct interaction with

the poor and vulnerable. Service to their community of faith and to DSHA is encouraged of students as well. 

Students maintain a service portfolio over the course of their four years, offering them the opportunity for thought and

reflection on what can be life-changing experiences. All-school service activities are emphasized during the seasons of

Advent and Lent. 

Service opportunities

�These students are the hands and feet of Christ as they work to
improve the quality of people�s lives in their own neighborhoods 
and the world community. They are teachers, coaches, builders,
missionaries, and painters. They inspire us and we thank them.�

- Sister Virginia Honish, SDS, DS�55, Principal

26 percent, or 41 out of 163 seniors, 

of the Class of 2008 earned the

Salvatorian Service Award, one of 

the truest demonstrations of the

fulfillment of our mission. Sponsored

by the Sisters of the Divine Savior

(Salvatorians), the award affirms DSHA

seniors who consistently share their

time and talent with the poor and

vulnerable in compassionate and

caring ways. 
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A learning experience
designed to last a lifetime.

At DSHA, students� interests in learning are supported 

with flexible modes of presentation and expression. 

This includes teaching subject matter in forms for 

students who learn best from visual or auditory

information, or for those who need differing levels 

of complexity. The learning environment, faculty

and curriculum at DSHA help our students evolve 

into critical thinkers who graduate with all the skill 

sets and strategies they need to get through life, no 

matter what their chosen vocation. 

The faculty at DSHA is trained and educated to help maximize 

the intellectual abilities of our students. By establishing a strong working

relationship, the faculty remains engaged and involved�supporting each

student throughout her DSHA experience. 

Engaged faculty

DSHA has long maintained a tradition of exemplary academics, offering a broad-based

college preparatory curriculum. DSHA grads attend universities and colleges throughout

the country and the world, with many receiving scholarships and recognition. Our average

ACT score is 26.0; this is in comparison to the state average of 22.3 and the national

average of 21.1.

Academic excellence

Our Advanced Placement (AP) program gives students an opportunity to earn college

credits while still in high school. With AP classes offered in biology, calculus (AB) & (BC),

chemistry, English, European history, macroeconomics, microeconomics, statistics, United

States government and politics, and United States history, the program is well established

with proven results. 
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She is a 
critical
thinker 
who employs problem

solving skills, good

decision-making, and

creativity to generate 

a quality product.



Academic highlights   
A total of $6,768,567 in scholarships and financial 

aid was offered to the members of the Class of 2008. 

Ninety-nine percent of the Class of 2008 will be

attending college.

Six DSHA students entered projects in the 2008

Milwaukee Regional Science & Engineering Fair and

all earned a major award. A DSHA junior was named

the overall winner as well as top student in the Health

and Medicine division for her project, Evaluating Tumor

Angiogenesis in Response to Treatment.

A DSHA junior was the winner of the Wisconsin

competition for the Stockholm Junior Water Prize and

received a silver medal in the International Sustainable

World (Engineering, Energy, Environment) Projects

International Science Fair for her research on quagga

mussels and waste water.

DSHA students received an exceptional amount of regional

and national recognition during the 2007-2008 school year.

A sampling of those honors is listed below:

� Wisconsin All-State 
Scholar / Robert C. Byrd  -
Honors Scholarship (2) -
awarded to only 100 students
in Wisconsin. Chosen based
on overall grade point average
and ACT/SAT test score.

� 46th Wisconsin Junior
Science, Engineering &
Humanities Symposium -
a DSHA senior took second
place overall and, along with
another DSHA senior, received
the honor of representing
Wisconsin in the National
Junior Science Symposium.

�  Kohl Excellence 
Scholarship (2) - awarded to
182 Wisconsin high school
seniors in 2008.

� Scholastic Art 
Awards/ Wisconsin
Regional Exhibition 
Gold Key Award (3) - 
awarded to only 211
Wisconsin students in 2008. 
A DSHA student also received
the prestigious honor of a
Gold Key Award for her entire
senior portfolio of artwork.

� World Languages - 
French -a DSHA freshman
placed ninth and a junior
placed tenth in the Grands
Concours National French
Test. Latin- DSHA won the
spirit competition for the fourth
year in a row and received a
third place quantitative trophy
at the Wisconsin Junior
Classical League Annual 
Latin Convention.
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Communication is key. 
We get it.

There are many ways to communicate, and at DSHA, we encourage them all -

whether written, oral, artistic, or technological. Our integrated curriculum 

teaches our young women to learn to organize and express their thoughts 

across all mediums, preparing them for real-world experiences while also 

acknowledging and building on their most effective means of expression. 

She is a
communicator
who effectively uses words, numbers,

visuals, sounds, symbols, and evolving

technology to obtain and present

information in diverse ways.

Composition English

Creative Writing 

Oral Presentation

Foreign Language and Exchange Programs 

Written and oral communications

Desktop publishing

Web Design

Multi-Media Presentation

Internet Research

Concept mapping

Technological communications

�It is the unwavering dedication and passion
of this faculty that makes this experience the
extraordinary one that it is. The dedication
that is exhibited by those teachers who give
freely of their time beyond the classroom in
order that our young women have the
opportunity to perfect their skills and become
confident leaders is inspiring.�

- Ellen S. Bartel, DSHA President 
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We understand the need to  
express one�s self.

Fine arts are alive and flourishing at DSHA. From young

women seeking personal enrichment to those planning

careers in the arts, our offering provides opportunities for

all students to explore their talents and develop multiple

facets of their personality through numerous forms of

artistic self-expression. 

Fine arts
communications
Theatre 

Dance

Choir

Orchestra

Visual arts

Liturgical dance

Improvisation

Visual arts and music
Courses such as design, drawing,

painting, ceramics, 3-D design,

photography, fibers and graphic design fill 

out the visual arts program. In addition,

seven instrumental and choral ensembles

provide opportunities for all musicians to

showcase their talent.

Theatre and dance
An annual musical and two drama productions have

room both on and off stage for actors and technical crew

members. Classes, including acting, stagecraft, lighting

design and dance are held in our state-of-the-art theatre

and visual arts center. Hands-on theatre production

apprenticeships round out our program. 
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Girls.We get it.

Whatever a student�s interest, DSHA allows each young

woman to find her niche and develop it to her fullest

potential. Our focus is on providing a nurturing

environment for academics that helps to also expand

spiritual values while offering engaging opportunities for

community involvement. 

Recent research confirms the wisdom of our founders and

reinforces the transformations we see everyday at DSHA.

All-girls� schools offer enormous value to their students;

value that isn�t easily replicated in other school settings. At

DSHA, every class leader is a girl. All the speakers,

players, writers, singers, athletes, leaders, and stars are

girls. They are the first ones to raise their hands in class,

the leaders in planning Masses and service projects, the

loudest cheerer at athletic events, lead actors in the plays

and musicals, and the members of student congress.
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She is a leader 
who is self-directed, assertive, and

respectful of the opinions of others.



�As a college professor, I could identify the
students from girls� schools with a 90 percent
accuracy rate on the first day of class. They
were the young women whose hands shot up
in the air, who were not afraid to defend their
positions, and who assumed that I would be
interested in their perspective.�

- Dr. Robin Robinson, Southern Methodist University

Dr. Leonard Sax and researchers from the National Foundation for Educational Research

(May 2007) reflect that while most of the comparisons of single-sex education with

coeducation focuses on grades and test scores�specifically girls at all levels of academic

ability did better in all-girls� schools than coeducational schools, and often scored better

than boys at coeducational schools�the researchers have observed something else.  The

researchers noted that studies show �another variable altogether:  namely, breadth of

educational opportunity.  Girls in all-girls� schools are more likely to study subjects such as

advanced math, computer science, and physics.�  

For more information on the advantages of an all-girls� school, please visit our 

Website at www.dsha.info
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Players of today;
leaders of tomorrow.

Girls and sports�it�s a winning combination! Research shows that girls who participate in high school athletics often

have an increased desire to go to college and enjoy better health and grades, along with less high-risk behavior and

more confidence and self-esteem. Lessons learned on the playing field can last a lifetime, which is why the athletic

program at DSHA is designed to enhance a young woman�s physical, mental, social and spiritual development outside

the classroom. While practicing the essential skills needed for leadership, including teamwork dynamics, discipline and

character, DSHA athletes also experience a sense of competition, belonging and the sheer exhilaration of participation. 

Basketball
Varsity, Junior Varsity,
Freshman

Cross Country
Varsity, Junior Varsity
(non-cut sport)

Field Hockey 
Club sport  (non-cut sport)

Golf 
Varsity, Junior Varsity

Ice Hockey
Club sport  (non-cut sport)

Rugby
Club sport  (non-cut sport)

Skiing
Varsity, Junior Varsity
(non-cut sport)

Soccer
Varsity, Junior Varsity,
Freshman

Softball
Varsity, Junior Varsity,
Freshman

Swimming & Diving
Varsity, Junior Varsity 
(non-cut sport)

Tennis
Varsity, Junior Varsity

Track & Field
Varsity, Junior Varsity 
(non-cut sport)

Volleyball
Varsity, Junior Varsity,
Freshman
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� 61% of our students participate in interscholastic
sports each year. 

� 89% of our student athletes have been nationally
recognized as Scholar Athletes with a cumulative 
GPA of 3.0 or better.

� In 2008, the Soccer Team captured the WIAA State  
Championship and the Rugby Club earned their
fifth consecutive Girls High School National 
Championship Title.



Round-out
your experience.

DSHA offers many clubs and other extra curricular activities in order 

to afford our students the opportunity to express and develop their talents

and abilities. Reflecting our mission, we aim to provide a well-rounded

environment in which young women are able to enhance their leadership

and social skills. Clubs meet twice a month during school hours.

Amnesty International
Book Club
Cycling Club
FBLA (Future Business

Leaders of America)
French Club
Friends of Islam
Furia Latina Club "Querer

es poder"
German Club
Go Green Club
Honors Art Studio
Improv Club

Invisible Children Club
¡Juntos!
Knitting Club
Latin Club
Literary Magazine
Math & Engineering Club
National Honor Society
PMC (Pastoral Ministry 

Council) 
Science Club
Sisters of Culture
Spanish Club
Yearbook  

Clubs and organizations
�I�m absolutely amazed that the girl

we sent to school as a somewhat

reserved 14-year old kid is very

confident to the point where she is

dancing across the stage as a fairy

in a Shakespearean production and a

month later is running people over

on the rugby field on the way to a

national championship. I care about

my daughter � that�s why I send her

to DSHA.�

- Dave Neville, parent of  
Katie �09 and Meghan �08
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Other activities
Drama
Model United Nations Conference
Student Congress
Student Ambassadors
Student Liturgy Planning Team












